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ABSTRACT

A close reading of T.S. Eliot's seminal modernigbétic drama” Murder in the Cathedral and Willianh&kespeare’s
monumental, pivotal “history play” Henry VIII revéa serious and deadly conflict between the staig e church or
the Crown and the Pope. This paper sets out tostigate the cause(s) of this conflict, the winned doser, who is to
blame and the possible ideal solution on the refahip between the church and the state. Using Nistoricism this
paper argues that Murder in the Cathedral and Heliyl superficially or explicitly dramatize or presat a conflict
between the State/King/Crown and the Roman Catl@lierch/Pope but implicitly these two plays areiowalistic plays
whose aims are geared towards establishing an Ehglrotestant state free from papal domination enperialism in its

Roman Catholic disguise. This argument is buttr@$seKing Henry VIII during the trial of Queen Kattne:
Campeius: So please your highness,
The queen being absent, it's a needful fithess
That we adjourn this court till further day
Meanwhile must be an earnest motion
Made to the queen, to call back her appeal
She intends unto his holiness. [They rise to départ
King Henry: [Aside] | may perceive
These cardinals trifle with me; | abhor
This dilatory sloth and tricks of Rome.
(Act Il Lines 228-235)

Cardinal Campeius is sent by the Pope to reprekamtin the divorce trial case between King Henry &ueen
Katharine. At the end of this study, it is realizhdt the conflict between the state and the chisciways deadly to the
church as seen in Becket and Cardinal Wolsey. inwarion between church and state, the state wilags want to lead
the church. This is seen in Henry Il and Henry VAhy religious authority who wants to combine temapy power and
spiritual power will always lose spiritual power favour of temporary power. This is seen in Cartivélsey. Becket
sees the trap and refuses to fall into it. Ladhlg guest of the English monarchs to do away wihirtiiperialistic papal
power started by Henry Il is completed or realizedHenry VIII with complete separation from RomefRm Catholic

Church. The biblical statement let us give to Caashat is Caesar's and to God what is God’'s defities ideal
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relationship between the state and the church aiedgnts any conflict between the two. Generallylentie state deals
with temporary affairs of governance, legal, so@ad economic issues, the church preoccupies ig#ifthe moral or

spiritual issues of its christians or citizens loé tcountry
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INTRODUCTION

This paper examines the conflict between the siaté the church in T. S. Eliot's playlurder in the Cathedraind
William shakespeare’s playhe Famous History of the Life of King Henry thgtii T. S. Eliot is a twentieth century
English poet, critic and playwright. William Shakesre is the English Renaissance playwright asasathe most famous
English playwright of all times with his 37 playk7, comedies, 10 history plays and 10 tragedies,sbihets and two
narrative poems. Critics have classified his plays three categories which are comedies, tragedies history or
chronicle plays. Some critics have added tragicoeseaind problem plays which defy classificationSTEliot has written
five plays which areMurder in the Cathedra(1935), The Family Reunioif1939), The Confidential ClerK1955), The
Cocktail Party(1959 andrhe Elder Statesmai1959).

In his introduction toMurder in The CathedraNevill Coghill establishes the difference betweafilliam
Shakespeare and T. S. Eliot . He writes: “for ikisiot a Shakespearean chronicle-play that telisitaicate, proliferating
story full of incident, but a sparer drama, morettie manner of Aeschylus, about a great cause inhwihcident and
idiosyncrasy lose their importance. Unlike shakasgs plays, all of which take and give delighttlie excitements of
narrative, Eliot’s plays are about situations, stories, likeEverymarbefore them, andaiting for Godotafter.Murder in

the Cathedrals about a situation and a quality of life; thiuation is perpetual and the quality is rare.” 10

In the same introduction when talking about théedénces between Shakespeare, Tennyson and Hliay's he

writes:

Because he was not writing a loose chronicle ptaphé pseudo-Shakespeare-rean style of Tennystaysapout
Becket, Eliot offers little about the Constitutioh Clarendon or the disputed coronation ceremonichvivere the chief
bones of contention between Becket, Henry and tbeitinental supporters, the pope, the Emperor, thadKing of
France. He is writing about a conflict between iregerial and spiritual worlds and he rapidly teitsall we need to know
of the historical situation in the exposition givey the three priests, and by the herald who ancesithe return of the
Archbishop to the chorus, as the action opens.chioeus sense a doom in which they will find themssglinvolved and
pray that Becket may return at once to France; tleegot wish anything to happen, they would ratieeon in the misery
of their half lived lives (16-17).

In that introduction Coghill presents the conflidten he wrties:

He [Eliot] chose for his subject-matter the margmdof the most famous of all English saints, ThoiBasket,

who was Archbishop of Canterbury between the y2a62 and 1170, when he was brutally murdered, enviienty-ninth
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of December, in his own Cathedral church. The a@sasvere four knights, Reginald Fitz Urse, Williala Traci, Hugh
de Morville and Richard Brito. When they had accbsi@d what they had come to do if Becket provedlsbrn, they left
the precints shouting that they were the King's naam indeed in fairness to their bloodly-minded agckness feudality

it must be said they probably believed themseleebd acting in consonance with a half-expressedh wfshis in the
matter, in a long-drawn-out but not entirely strai§ight between Crown and Church on certain ctuistinal issues. To
them Becket appeared an arrogant and turbulergtpddraitor whittling away the rightful and reaable powers of their
supreme overlord, Henry Il and his successorseickBt and his fellow monks it was a spiritual cmflan incident in the
eternal struggle of good and evil in which they peped to be all-importantly involved; to the morgcsd later to the
Christian world, Becket was God’s champiagonotheta Dei alhleta Christit had the air of a naked war between black

and white, each side believing itself to be thelat

This paper attempts a comparative study of twahygplaysMurder in theCathedrahndHenry VIl bringing out
the similarities and differences between the twayplin their dramatization of the conflict betwethie state and the

church. The two plays are also poetic, not onlyohnisplays.

This write-up intends to answer the following qimss: Who represent(s) the state and the Churdhertwo
plays? What is the cause of the conflict betweenstiate and the church? Who is to blame in thislicchWho is the
winner and who is the loser in this conflict? Wismathe ideal relationship between the state anctithech? Which one
comes first, the state or the church? Can the tvedmbined? Can one live without the other? Isbibécal statement
give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God wh&oid’'s the solution between the conflict between dtae and the

church?

Our argument in this paper is that overtly or eipli Murder in the Cathedrabnd Henry VIII present the
conflict between the state and the Church but ¢yver implicitly the two plays show the strugglétbe English nation to

create a protestant state free from papal domimatial control in the guise or name of the Romah@&iat Church.

This work is structured in two parts: we shall ffipgesent the cause of the conflict between theathand the
state in the two plays and lastly we shall presiemtcharacters who represent the state and thelchuthe two plays and
the similarities and differences between theseaddters.

Reason for Conflict between the State and the Chuhc

In Henry VIII the cause of the conflict between the state amdcbhis the divorce between King Henry VIII and hige
Catherine of Aragon whom Shakespeare spells asakiath King Henry VIII had six official spouses banly the first
two are presented in this play: Catherine of Aragnd Anne Bullen. The other four who do not appedhne play are Jane
Seymour, Anne Clevis, Catherine Howard and Catkdriarr. He divorced Catherine of Aragon becausedmed a male
child to succeed him. This male child was gottethuhie third wife Jane Seymour and the child beckimg Edward VI
of English who ruled from 1547-1553. After him wadhthe child of Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragbtary | who
ruled from 1553-1558 and lastly from 1558-1603 veel tthe reign of Queen Elizabeth | child of King HeWIIl and
Anne Bullen until James | succeeded her coming f8motland already James VI there. The planry VIl ends with the
baptism of Princess Elizabeth by Cranmer the Awtidgd of Canterbury and her future greatness. Qtie says all events
in Henry VIII move towards the birth of Elizabeth and any charawho stands on her way falls beginning with rygh

Duke Buckingham, then Queen Katherine, Cardinal3#pland even Bishop Cranmer who is about to fajlreered by
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Bishop Gardiner but who is helped by King HenrylVElizabeth was the name of the mother of Henrlf ¥iat he gave
to his child with Queen Anne Bullen.

As said above the conflict between the state aadtiurch in the plaidenry VIllis the trial of the divorce case
between King Henry VIII of England and his firstfesiQueen Katherine, the wife he inherited fromlaie brother who
was groomed to become king: Prince Arthur. Henrll Wihly became king because Prince Arthur died. €pui€atharine
during her trial which takes place at the BlackaFsithe third theatre house of Shakespeare afterThieatre and The

Globe brings out salient issues in this court case.
Q. Kath. Sir, | desire you do me right and justice;
And to bestow your pity on me; for
| am a most poor woman, and a stranger,
Born out of your dominions; having here
No judge indifferent, nor no more assurance
Of equal friendship and proceeding. Alas! Sir,
In what have | offended you? What cause
Hath my behavior given to your displeasure,
That thus you should proceed to put me off
And take your good grace from me? Heaven witness,
| have been to you a true and humble wife,
At all times to your will conformable;
Ever in fear to kindle your dislike,
Yea, subject to your countenance, glad or sorry.
As | saw it inclined. When was the hour
| ever contradicted your desire,
Or made it not mine too? Or which of your friends
Have | not strove to love, although | knew
He were mine enemy? What friend of mine
That had to him deriv’'d your anger, did |
Continue in my liking? Nay, gave notice.
He was from thence discharged. Sir, call to mind
That | have been your wife, in this obendience

Upward of twenty years and have been blest
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With many children by you: if, in the course
And process of this time, you can report
And prove it too, against mine honour aught,
My bond to wedlock, or my love and duty,
Against your sacred person, in God’s name
Turn me away; and let the foolish contempt
Shut door upon me, and so give me up
To the sharp’st kind of justice. Please you, sir,
The King, your father, was reputed for
A Prince most prudent of an excellent
And unmatch’d wit and judgment: Ferdinand,
My father, King of Spain was reckon’d one
The wisest Prince that there had reign’d by man
A year before: it is not to be question’d
That they had gather’s wise council to them
Who deem’d our marriage lawful. Wherefore | humbly
Beseech you, sir, to spare me till | may
Be by my friends in spain advis’d whose counsel
| will implore: if not I’ the name of God,
Your pleasure by fulfill'd

(ACT I, Lines 11-55)

Catherine of Aragon was the daughter of the kingpéin Ferdinandl and Queen Isabella | of Cadfileg
Ferdinand and King Henry VII had a special relatiuip and organized an arranged marriage betweeoePArthur and
Catherine of Aragon .When Prince Arthur died at @&therine argued she never made love with himtlaaidis why she
was allowed to marry Prince Arthur’s younger brottie future King Henry VIII. In this court case htg says he wants
to divorce her because all the male children stesghim die. The big question is that who has pidénry’s head that his
marriage with Katharine is unlawful? All the chaeas in the playHenry VIII say it is cardinal Wolsey and even Queen
Catherine knows it is Cardinal Wolsey. When shessay which of your friends/Have | not strove tovén although |
know / He were mine enemy?” she is referring todl@al Wolsey. After first refusing to submit torheial in the court,
she moves to King Henry and makes the long speected above and after she talks directly to Catdivialsey telling
him he can’t be her judge as he is the one whaoha# the King's conscience that his marriage widn is illegal. She

walks out and says she will never appear in thelieimgourt. She intends to write to the Pope tohey himself. As a
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foreigner she thinks she cannot have a fair tnamgland.She attacks the English later on asa&yg"$Vould | had never
trod this English earth/Or felt the flatteries tadw upon it!//Ye have angel faces, but heaven lengour hearts” (Act I,
Scene | lines 143-145). This is when Cardinals \Wpknd Campeius come to her pleading she showe leex case to
them and that King Henry VIII really loves her.

In Act Two Scene | we see two Gentlemen who reprtefee common man on the street talking about first
trial and execution of the good and innocent DukBurkingham who curses the people who have ki#lednnocent man
like him and lastly about the misfortune of Queesth@arine. The Second Gentleman says “Either thdiar/Or some
about him near, have, out of malice/To the goocegupossess’d him with a scruple/That will unda’hkct Two Scene
I, Lines 155-159). The First Gentleman confirmg ih& the cardinal who has done this as reveng&mperor Charles V
of Germany for not bestowing on Cardinal Wolse¥iatasking the Archbishopric of Toledo. He sayss‘is purpos’d”.
The Second Gentleman concludes and affirms th#tifik you have hit the mark” but that this is venyel to her. The

Cardinal will have his will and she must fall anfdcourse she falls.

In Act Il Scene 1 Cardinal Wolsey visits the kinglwCardinal Campeius and says he is happy thag Kianry
has freely committed his “scruple to the voice diri€tendom. Who can be angry now?” He says “Roime,nurse of
judgement, invited by your noble self, hath sen¢ general tongue unto us, this good Cardinal Camp&hom once
more | present unto your highness”. Cardinal Caogpéiands to King Henry a letter of “The Court ofnfid which
appoints him to preside over the trial of Katharamel to work with the Cardinal of York, Wolsey. WhKatharine walks
out of the court, King Henry expects the trial to@n but Cardinal Campeuis says the trial cannoticoe in the absence

of the queen. In an aside king Henry says:
| may perceive
These cardinals trifle with me: | abhor
This dilatory sloth and tricks of Rome
My learn’d and well — beloved servant Cranmer
Prithe, return: with thy approach, | know,
My comfort come along. Break up the court.
| say, set on
(Act Il Lines 233-337).

Henry later on in the play uses Cranmer the Ardidpsof Canterbury to divorce Katherine and marrynén
Bullen. Henry trusts Cranmer why? This is explaihétorically: initially Henry bypassed Cardinal dihas Wolsey and
used his secretary William Knight and wrote to thepe, this time Pope Clement VII asking for theument of his
marriage to Catherine and taking another womanrHargued that the Book of Leviticus 20:21 in thil @estament
forbid marrying the wife of your brother and al$att his sickly Prince Arthur has made love withl@gine of Aragon.
Pope Clement VIl was at this time the prisoner aft@rine’s nephew Emperor Charles V of Germany dilonot accept
his aunt’s divorce. William Knight got acceptance & new marriage but no annulment. The king hadino to Cardinal
Wolsey who did a lot for him and organized an Esielstical Council to meet in English not in Romelézide the matter.

The Pope had never had any intention to empoweebiate. Emperor Charles V resisted also. Henrytsane could be
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no divorce and he and Anne blamed Wolsey for b#iegcherous especially when it was said the matiald not be
decided in England but in Rome. Through Anne’suiefice Wolsey was dismissed from office. He beggeddireinstate
him and she refused. Wolsey now decided to writdthéoPope and Catherine and was caught by the kirakily he died

of an illness, if not the king would have killedrhifor high treason. Cardinal Wolsey was now replaleg Sir Thomas
More who initially cooperated with the king’s newligy and he and the Oxford and Cambridge schaaid the marriage
of Catherine to Henry VIl was unlawful but whendrhas More discovered that Henry began to deny utieosty of the

Pope, More’s qualms grew. A year later, Anne entehe palace as Catherine was chased away. Anrawasman of
unusual intellectual and educated level and wdsanted by protestant Reformers. When the ArchipisbfoCanterury
William Warham died, she used her political inflaerand power to appoint the Boleyn family chaplEtomas Cranmer
as the new Archbishop.

On 23 May 1533, Cranmer sitting in Judgement apectl Court convened at Dunstable Piory to ruletten
validity of the king's marriage to Catherine of Aum, declared the marriage of Henry to Catherinkand void. Five
days later, on 28 May, Cranmer declared the maraidHenry and Anne to be valid. Catherine was #&ilyrstripped of
her title of queen and Anne was crowned Queen Gbmspl June 1533. The queen gave birth to a deugtightly
prematurely on 7 September 1533. The child wasstghred Elizabeth, in honour of Henry's mother, &ieth of York.
Rejecting the decisions of the pope, parliamenidattd the marriage of Henry and Ann with the F8stcession Act
(Act of Succession 1533). Catherine’s daughter,yMafas declared illegitimate and Anne’s issue waelared next in
the line of succession. Most notable in this detlan was a clause repudiating “any foreign authpmprince or
potentate.” All adults in the kingdom were requir® acknowledge the Act’s provisions by oath; thago refused were
subject to imprisonment for life. Any publisher printer of any literature alleging that the margagas invalid was
automatically quilty of high treason and could henighed by death. While Pope Clement VIl refusecanoul the
marriage between Henry VIl and Catherine of Arageope Paul Il excommunicated Henry from the Ror@artholic
Church . Earlier Pope Leo X had conferred on himm title “Defendant of the Faith” when he wrote Hisok titled

Defence of the Seven Sacramanmttich set out to say that what Martin Luther wratginst the Catholic Church was false.

In Murder in the Cathedrathe reason for the conflict between the statehé Archbishop of Canterbury’s
decision not to combine the posts of Lord Chancellw Archbishop of Canterbury to bring church atate together as
his boss King Henry Il has wished and appointed tairdo just that. When Becket is appointed Archbisbf Canterbury,
he resigns from the post of Lord Chancellor who tesfirst citizen of the kingdom. The reason whgcBet is killed is
explained by the Second Knight (who is introducgdhe First Knight Reginald Fitz Urse, their MCHasgh de Morville,
who has made a special study of statecraft anditaienal law:

During the reign of the late Queen Matilda and ithgption of the unhappy usurper Stephen, the Kimgdvas
very much divided. Our king saw the one thing nakdfas to restore order: to curb the excessive powé local
government which were usually exercised for selfigiul often for seditious ends and to reform thalleystem. He
therefore intended that Becket who had proved Himaseextremely able administrator — no one detties — should unite
the offices of Chancellor and Archbishop. He Bedatcurred with the king’s wishes, we should haze an almost ideal
state: a union of spiritual and temporal adminig&ira under the central government. | knew Becketlwin various
official relations; and | may say that | have nekeown a man so well qualified for the highest rafithe Civil Service.
And whathappened? The moment that Becket, at tiggkinstance, had been made Archbishop, he rediteeoffice of

Chancellor, he became more priestly than the pfelde ostentatiously and offensively adopted aatamsmanner of life,
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he affirmed immediately that there was a highereottian that which our king, and he as the Kinglwant, had for so
many years striven to establish; and that — Godvknehy — the two order were incompatible.

You will agree with me that such interference byfaohbishop offends the instincts of a people tkes. So far,
I know that | have your approval: | read it in ydaces. It is only with the measures we have haadtapt in order to set
matters to rights that you take issue. No one tedhe necessity for violence is the only way irickitsocial justice can be
secured. At another time, you would condemn an Bisttop by vote of parliament and execute him folynas$ a traitor,
and no one would have to bear the burden of beafigctmurderer. And at a later time still, eventsteamperate measures
as these would become unnecessary. But, if you hawearrived at a just subordination of the preitams of the Church
to the welfare of the state, remember that it iswhe took the first step. We have been instrumeantainging about the
state of affairs that you approve. We have senmd interests; we merit your applause; and if them@ny guilt whatever
in the matter you must share it with us. (Partifids 492-534).

When Becket resigns from the Lord Chancellor arslimes the post of the Archbishop of Canterburysden

runs into conflict with his mentor King Henry I1his is captured in the dialogue between Becketth@drour knights:
FIRST KNIGHT
Of your earlier misdeeds | shall make no mention.
They are too well known. But after dissension.
Had ended, in France, and you were endued
With your former privilege, how did you show youagitude
You had fled from England, not exiled
Or threatened, mind you; but in the long
Of stirring up trouble in the French dominions.
You sowed strife abroad you reviled
The King to the king of France to the Pope,
Raising up against him false opinion.
SECOND KNIGHT
Yet the king, out of his charity
And urged by your friends, offered clemency
Made a pact of peace and all dispute ended

Sent you back to your see as you demanded.
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THIRD KNIGHT
And burying the memory of your transgressions
Restored your honours and your possessions.
All was granted for which you sued:
Yet how, | repeat did you show your gratitude?
FIRST KNIGHT
Suspending those who had crowned the young prince
Denying the legality of his coronation
SECOND KNIGHT
Binging with the chains of anathema
THIRD KNIGHT
Using every means in you power to evince
The king’s faithful servants every one who transact
His business in his absence, the business of tienna
FRIST KNIGHT
These are the facts.
Say therefore if you will be content
To answer in the king's presence. Therefore wersemt.
THOMAS
Never was it my wish
To uncrown the king’s son, or to diminish
His honour and power. Why should he wish
To deprive my people of me and keep me from my own
And bid me sit in Canterbury, alone
| would wish him three crowns rather than one,
And as for the bishops it is not my yoke
That is laid upon them, or mine to revoke.

Let them go to the Pope. It was he who condemneh.th
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FIRST KNIGHT
Through you they were suspended
SECOND KNIGHT
By you be this amended
THIRD KNIGHT
Absolve them
FIRST KNIGHT
Absolve them
THOMAS
| do not deny
That this was done through me. But it is not |
Who can loose whom the Pope has bound.
Let them go to him, upon whom redounds
Their contempt towards me, their contempt towahneschurch shown.
FIRST KNIGHT
Be that as it may, here is the king’s command:
That you and your servants depart from this land.
THOMAS
If that is the Kings command, | will be bold
To say: seven years were my people without
My presence; seven years of misery and pain.
Seven years a mendicant on foreign charity
| lingered abroad: seven years is no brevity.
| shall not get those seven years back again
Never again, you must make no doubt
Shall the sea run between the shepherd and his fold
FIRST KNIGHT
The King’s justice, the King's majesty,
You insult with gross indignity;

Insolent madmam, whom nothing deters.
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From attaining his servants and ministers
THOMAS
It is not | who insult the King,
And there is higher than | or the King.
Itis not |, Becket of Cheapside,
It is not against me, Becket, that you strive.
It is not Becket who pronounces doom,
But the law of Christ's Church, the judgment of Rem
FIRST KNIGHT
Priest, you have spoken in peril of your life
SECOND KNIGHT
Priest, you have spoken in danger of the knife
THIRD KNIGHT
Priest, you have spoken treachery and treason.
THE THREE KNIGHTS
Priest! Traitor, confirmed in malfeasance.
THOMAS
| submit my cause to the judgement of Rome,
But if you kill me, | shall rise from my tomb
To submit my cause before God’s throne.
FOURTH KNIGHT
Priest! Monk! and servant! take, hold, detain
Restraint this man, in the king’s name.
FIRST KNIGHT
Or answer with your bodies
SECOND KNIGHT
Enough of words
THE FOUR KNIGHTS
We come for the King's justice, we come with swords

[Exeunt] [Part Il Lines 132-205]
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KNIGHTS
Where is Becket, the traitor to the King?
Where is Becket, the meddling priest?
Come down Daniel to the Lions’ den
Come down Daniel for the mark of the beast
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
Are you marked with the mark of the beast?
Come down Daniel to the Lions’ den
Come down Daniel and join in the feast.
Where is Becket the Cheapside brat?
Where is Becket the faithless priest?
Come down Daniel to the Lions’ den,
Come down Daniel and join in the feast
THOMAS
It is the just man who
Like a bold lion, should be without fear.
| am here.
No traitor to the King. | am a priest
A Christain, saved by the boold of Chirst,
Ready to suffer with my blood.
This is the sign of the church always,
The sign of blood: Blood for blood.
His blood given to buy my life
My blood given to pay for his death
My death for his death.
FIRST KNIGHT
Absolve all those you have excommunicated
SECOND KNIGHT

Resign the powers you have arrogated
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THIRED KNIGHT
Restore to the king the money you appropriated
FIRST KNIGHT

Renew the obedience you have violated

THOMAS

or my Lord | am now ready to die.

That his Church may have peace and liberty.

Do with me as you will, to your hurt and shame

But none of my people, in God’s naFme,

Whether layman or clerk, shall you touch. Thisobofd.
KNIGHTS

Traitor! Traitor! Traitor!
THOMAS
You, Reginald, three times traitor you:
Traitor to me as my temporal vassal.
Traitor to me as you spiritual lord,
Traitor to God in desecrating His Church .
FIRST KNIGHT
No faith do | owe to a renegade
And what | owe shall now be paid.
THOMAS
Now to Almighty God, to the Blessed Mary ever Virgi
To the blessed John the Baptist, the holy apoBisr and
Paul, to the blessed Martyr Denys, and to all thiatS
Commend my cause and of the Church. [While thetksigill him, we hear the........ [Part Il lines 353639

When the knights ask Becket to absolve or forgigefédlow English bishops and he refuses, we neagbtback
to history to understand what took place in EngldaBefore King Henry Il his predecessor King Stepimaad brought
anarchy in England allowing three courts to exegturt, church and customary. When Henry came upwéeted a
uniform legal system for the whole country. Beckpposed criminal priests to be tried in criminatite. King Henry
drew up 16 points in what was called the Claren@onstitution which was to define the relationshgivieeen the church
and the state. “The Bishops demaurred; Becket aupyad 42). Later he was persuaded to sign his eondHe signed but
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never sealed. After he regretted by fasting andaabag from serving at the alter. Henry decideddointer — attack him
by indicting him for secular offences claiming hid dot present to him accounts as a Lord Chancelhar was to pay
30.000 pounds. The king decided to imprison himdiutight Becket fled to France. The king demanikisdextradition
but King Louis of France said Becket fled Englard as a criminal but because he was afraid of mitde Becket stayed
in France for seven good years. When he was incEradttenry decided to crown his eldest son PrincaryHas king while
still alive. He called on the bishop of York assisby those of London and Salisbury to assist hinEngland crowning
the king and queen had always been the right oBikhop of Canterbury. Becket saw them as traitorg they were
excommunicated by the Pope (Pope Alexander). Thghtisraccuse him of excommunicating these bishapsrefusing
the coronation of the king’s son and he categdyicgafuses as seen in the long abstracts quotedeabhahe conversation
between Becket and the four knights who in the fiert of the play came to tempt him as the foungters. In “Brief
Synopsis of the Historical Situation” what sometens call the “Relationship between Becket and Mdiir Nevill
Coghill talking about Henry Il writes: “He was @gmined to restore the “ancient customs” of theyéliom in this respect,
and to exert control over clerics, especially insttmatter, and in the matter of appeals and visitRome in search of

papal backing in church affairs. He wanted no fetence in his system of government” (142).
Characters who Represent the State and the Church

In Murder in the Cathedrathe state is represented by King Henry Il whotitha background and the four knights who

carry out Henry’s commands. This is seen in thio¥ahg excerpt:
[Enter the Four knights. The banners disappear
FIRST KNIGHT
Servants of the king
FIRST PRIEST
And known to us.
You are welcome. Have you ridden far?
FIRST KNIGHT
Not far to day, but matters urgent
Have brought us from France. We rode hard.
Took ship yesterday, landed last night
Having business with the Archbishop
SECOND KNIGHT
Urgent business
THIRD KNIGHT

From the king
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SECOND KNIGHT

From the king

SECOND KNIGHT

By the king's order

FIRST KNIGHT

Our men are outsidéprt Il Lines 63-73

The church irMurder in the Cathedraik represented by Archbishop Thomas Becket anddwsmaster the Pope
and also the three priests. The Pope like King Hésrat the background. We see the clash on thge dteetween
supporters of these omniscient, omnipresent andpmtent powers of the King and the Popedénry VIl the state is
represented by King Henry VIII himself the protagrof the play, his Dukes, Earl, Lord Chancelladd.ord Chamber
lain, Lords and Sirs. The church is seen in theeP@ardinal Wolsey, Cardinal Campeius, the Bishamipg/inchester,

Lincoln and London (and even Queen Catherine).
Archbishop Thomas Becket and Cardinal Thomas Wolsey

Archbishop Thomas Becket and Cardinal Thomas Wabaye many similarities and differences. Theysarelar in that
they both share the name of Thomas (in the bibkk @so a saint). Secondly they both occupied thset pé Lord
Chancellor in their lives in England. Thirdly thea had links with the French kingdom. Fourthly the are pillars of the

Catholic Church in England recognizing the Popthas leader and lastly the two are proud men.

The playMurder in the Cathedrabegins when Thomas Becket comes back from Frdieesgven years of exile
people asked whether he had reconciled with thg kimd people say there cannot be reconciliatiowdsst two proud
men like Thomas Becket and King Henry Il. When Bepe pressurized Henry Il and they met in Fretewaluly 22,
1170, Henry never kissed Thomas Becket, meaningwlee still not reconciled. Thomas coming backwade will be
killed. He is even advised not to come back butefieses. When the Fourth Tempter comes and urgesohdie for pride
as a martyr, he refuses to do the right thingtierwrong reason. At the end of Part | he has demy avith his pride and
is ready to die now as a martyr and doing the tilgimg for the right reason. Cardinal Wolsey in AcBcene 1 which acts
as exposition is described as a very proud marharfdlls with his pride and ambition. We see hiitirtg his servant who
has been promoted by the king, Thomas Cromwekltm pride, ambition and corruption which broughhtdown. In this
Act 1, Scene 1, Wolsey is presented as ambitiowsgidp cunning, “Count-cardinal” “worthy Wolsey” w¢h is ironical,
corrupt, treasonous, a rock which is also ironicalgnous, venomous, “high hatred”, a “butcher’'g"dpotent, malicious,
revengeful and a “holy fox or wolf or both”. Evendigey himself accepts his ambition and pride “MgHiblown

pride/At length broke under me, and now has left me

Thomas Becket studied ecclesiastical law as a studeFrance. When he has conflict with Henry Il ro@s to
France and is protected by the French King LouardiDal Wolsey organized the meeting between thglifinand the
French Kings/suns, we see at the beginning of dneHenry the Eightvhich is very costly and does not last. All Enlglis
citizens are taxed 1/6 of their property by Wolselyich the king does not know. Only Queen Kathatnews this.
Wolsey also wants King Henry VIII to marry but tBeichess of Alencon in France, the daughter of tteaé¢h King for
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his personal benefit. When he engineers the fauéen Catherine, that is the woman he wants tige thi marry but the

king surprises him by marrying the former lady iaitng of Katharine, Anne Bullen still from France.

As Lord Chancellor Thomas Becket was impeccaldsyl#éss and not corrupt. He was straightforwardthatlis
why when the Archbishop of Canterbury died, Henrgppsed him as the new archbishop to combine tlwe posts.
Beckett hesitated and Henry Il still appointed higeeing that he would have two masters — the Kimd the Pope.
Cardinal Wolsey was very corrupt and selfish asll@hancellor. He falls from power because his sdeter to the Pope
against the king miscarries and also the king s@esventory of land he has seized from fallen $oathd put under his
name, planning to use the money to become Popérime men of God in Rome. In spite of this differerbetween the

two, the two are similar in that King Henry Il akihg Henry VIII all trust the two religious men &srd Chancellors.

In Act Il Scene Il, King Henry says of Wolsey “wiscthere? My good Lord Cardinal? O! My Wolsey, Thiuet|

of my wounded conscience; thou art a cure fit félirsg?”

Both Thomas Becket and Thomas Wolsey are pillath@fRoman Catholic Church in England. They aréedal
the Princes of the Roman Catholic Church. An agidgd has bishops under him who are in the varisesedes. After the
archdiocese the next seat of power is in Rome. rdical can also be at the head of an archdiocedeésaa promotion

from an archbishop. An archbishop is called Hisg8rand a cardinal is addressed as his Eminence.

Both Wolsey and Becket fall at the end of the tiayp but for two different reasons. Becket's fallsalutary
because he falls like a martyr and is even proddira saint. He becomes immortal beside God in Heawel many
people come to his shrine for pilgrimage and thabve killed him have been condemned in history. Wylsglies an
ignominious death and nobody will remember and e¥ehey do, it is for a bad reputation like priged unbridled

ambition and corruption .
King Henry Il and King Henry VIII

These two kings are similar in that they bear tmaes name Henry, trusted their Lord Chancellors verly and hated the
Papal domination and control of English church.a&gpung man Becket studied in England and Franeaenvhe studied
ecclesiastical law and served as a close confidaht&rchbishop Theobald of Cantebury; Canterburingethe most
important English “See” or seat of Church authoritheobald ordained Thomas a deacon and appoimedith-deacon
of Canterbury in 1154, a post in which Thomas oxerthe See’s temporary affairs.Thomas was 10 yaddes than King
Henry II. In Canterbury Thomas met important poiéns of the kingdom. King Henry saw him hence badecame his
friend. In 1161 when Archbishop Theobald died, Healevated a reluctant Thomas to the post and icbrdtarted
between the two former friends. King Henry appain@ardinal Wolsey because his father loved Wolddy father lov'd
you”. Both Henry Il and Henry VIII hate Italian Pep whom they consider as politicians who intrud&mglish affairs.
While King Henry Il went about it cautiously beiadraid of excommunication, Henry VIII went aboubituntly and was
excommunicated. When Henry VIII was excommunicates created the Anglican Church and put himsethathead
replacing the Pope as the “Supreme Head in EaHk".seized Roman Catholic property and in 1540 dgstt the
monasteries and even destroyed shrines. He got moaley and used it to build coastal fortressesussche was afraid
that Roman Catholic countries like Spain and Framoald attack his protestant Anglican Church counttenry VI
wronged Spain by disgracing their daughter CatleesinAragon. When Henry died and was succeededsbgom Richard
VI, who ruled only for a few years. When he die@ throne came to Mary |, the daughter of King He¥t and
Catherine of Aragon. She proceeded to undo evenythér father did and brought England to Roman @liaibm again.
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Unfortunately she only ruled for five years and veagceeded by Elizabeth | whose mother was whats&yotalls
Lutheran who brought England back to Anglicanisrd aith her long reign she was able to consolidaite Anglicanism.
Catherine refuses to be tried in this English churmaybe because she fears this protestant biasn§ihts to be tried by
the Pope himself. At the end of the plaenry VIII we see Bishop Gardiner engineer the fall of thehBishop of
Canterbury Cranmer who is accused of heresies gprésading in the kingdom. This hatred for Cranmay have been
transferred from his master the late Cardinal Wpls¢eresy is a Roman Catholic word which punist@sebody who

holds belief contrary to what the church teachbsratic.
CONCLUSIONS

Murder in the CathedraandHenry VIl are two English plays which present the relatignbletween English Kings, their
Lord Chancellors and their Bishops of Canterbusynall as the Pope. These plays present the coh#éiteveen spiritual
power and temporary or earthly power.Nturder in the CathedraKing Henry Il wants Archbishop Thomas Becket to
combine this spiritual power and earthly powerhe posts of Lord Chancellor which is the firstzgt in the kingdom
and the Archbishop of Canterbury, the “Pope” of Hrglish Church. Becket finds out the two cannottggether and
quickly makes his choice for spiritual power. Theggo attempt to combine spiritual power and tempopower end up
seeing that they lose their spiritual power if theeynbine the two as seen in Cardinal Wolsey whHoisl Chancellor and
the Bishop of York not the spiritual leader of thchbishop of Canterbury. The control of the chubghthe state which
Henry Il started is achieved by Henry VIl who sassfully created the church of England and repldlcedost of Pope
by himself at the head of the Anglican Church, stesli by the Archbishop of Canterbury. At long lpapal domination
and control of the English church came to an end.
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